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The Epiſtle Dedicato 


To the right Honourable 
ANN Counteſs Dowager of 
SCARSDE L, 

And 
To the reſt of that Noble 
; Family, Grace, Merey, 

and Peace,&c. 


Madam, 
DaSBO He world (for the moſt 
Sal BS part) is like the Cy- 
JED? preſs-Tree, long and 
OOO fruitleſs;and like Tul- 
> lies ſtrange Soyl, for all the ſweet 
| ſoowres that fall upon,it it's ſtill 
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The. Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
dry as duft. The cauſe of it is 


either zgttorance or . negligence, 
want-of Knowledge in the will 


of God, or Non-Improyement. 
1 have endleapiours ed to. remove 
theſe Ot firuSions, and to take 
the rubs out of the way. There 
are but iwo extreanis, Preſumpti- 
on and. Deſpe peration, which like 
Scylla' unt Charybdis, make ſhip- 
wrack of all the veſſels they meet 
with, Where theſe waters break 
out, the a, beat down all before 
them. hey are alike dangerous 
({aith Chry ſoft. ) For Preſum- 
Ptyon- falls him that ftandeth, and 
Deſt peration after a fall admits 
2 riſing. This _ Ira& (Ma. 
dam ) 


Ls 


The'Epiſte Dedicktory, 

& dam.) by Gods aſſtance will in 
7 fe orm t he onc,and ref orm the other, 
-.' Tr will be an eyeto the ignorant, 
* . anda ſpur to the negligent; for 
: it treats. only of. C briſt, and 4s 
the Star the Wiſe mer, will cone 
duc them to him. But I am Jot 
to take tao large a ſurvey mn, 
ſmall a piece of ground.: The 
that write muſt not forget that 
Rule of the Orator, ut titulum 
legant, to read the Title of their 
Books: leaſt like the gates of Min= 
dus, it proves bigger then the City 
<> ſelf. 1,was ambitious to dedis 
cate it to your Honour, that it 
might kiſs, your band, which hath 
been ſo often open to men of my 

A 4 Calling 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
calling and condition, and in 
particular to my ſelf, the meaneſt ' 
of them who ſerve at the Altar. \ 
Now the God of Heaven be your 
continual guard and guide; his 
Bleſſings in a plurality light upon 
your Honour, and your whole Fa« 
mily, as the dew on Gideons 
Fleece. This ſhall , alwayes be 
the unfeigned Prayers of 
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Your Honours 
moſt humble, and 
grateful Servant, 


— 
s» od wx os *%, ww wi <4 OY RIA 


Willian Harvey. 
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SHEPSELSSBHEND 
JOHN 14. 6. 
] am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. 


DC Heſe words are an anſwer to 
BY che precedent verſe, and 


\ - 


FO they are Allegoricall, rare- 
x Lp ly adorn'd,partiy me:*pho- 
WY rically, and pairly Heto- 


nymically, and they are broughc in, to 


inform Thomas, and the reit oi che Diſc 
ples more fully in the way of Salvation. 
We know not ( faith Thomas) whither 
thou goett, and how can we know the 
way! Our Saviour preſently refolv's him 
inthe words of my Texc. I am the v.y, 
the truth and the Life. Aurea Sententia, 
A golden Senrence. The wite men of 
the Eait opened their treaſures, and p e- 
ſented unto him guifts, even Goid, 
Frankincence, and Myrrh ; but he pre- 
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ſents unto us £uwifrs more precious, in 

that they fit the Soul in her divine pro- 

egreſs to Heaven, andasthe Angels, La- 

Zarus, carry it into Abrahams boſome. * 
But I will come to the ſevera]ll branches 

of the Text. And they are three, Via, 

weritff, & vita. The way the truth, 

and che Life. 

Firſt, Chriſt 1s the way docende, by 
way of ceaching,becauſc he alone inſtru&s 
in tte way to happineſs, The Law is our 
Schooln:aiter ro bring us to Chriſt, Gal, 
3-24. aud Chriſt is our Schoolmaſter who 
brings us ro Heaven. He 1s that pular 
of a cloud and hire leading ns the way to 
the Heavenly Canaan, Excd. 13. 21. St. 
eh ſaith, Ne man hath ſ-eu God at any 
time,the oaly begotten. Sun which is in the 
boſome of th- Fiber he h-th 7-clared him, 
Fobn. 1.18. Be {rue Myrcvries fin- 
Ser, that direct: the poor wanting tra- 
veii!r the right way to his heavenly 
NManhcn, Non. b.icke ca?) t:tus for that 
blehed Acairuty above, were we ſhall all 
be Fellow-.r n niners vith ae Saints 
| and Þl:fled £ NE:'8, 
| Secondly,ne is he i5a 7 promerendo, by 
way 
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way of Meriting. Conerning this nota- 
ble is that of St, Paul, Rom. 5- 16, 17. 18, 
19.For if by one mans offence. death reigned, 


' by one much more they which receive abun- 


dance of grace, and th- guift of righteouſ- 
xeſs ſhall reign in Life by one Jeſus Chriſt, 
&c., read the Text. He alone ts that 
Sampſon, who hath broken the Cordsof 
our $:xs from us, by which we were fo 
faſt bound, and with that woman in the 
Goſpell, even bowed together. That 
ſtrong man Satan, by him is overcome, 
and his armour wherein he truſted, ta= 
ken from him, and bis ſpoiles divided. 
Luke. 1t. 22. The Apoſtle co the Colofi= 


ans ſaith,In whom we have redemption 


. through his blood,even the forgiveneſ+ of our 


Sins,Col. 1. 14. and v. 20. ( Having made 
map through the blood of his Croſs ) 
y him roreconcile all chings to himſelf. 
To omit a cloud of witneſſes ; Sr. Peter 
politively chus, Neither 3s their Salvation 
iu any other; for there is none other aame 
under Heaven givex among men whereby we 
muſt be ſaved. As. 4. 12, And thus he 1s 
the way promerendo,by way of mcrit. 
Thirdly He is the way applicande, by 
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way of application; And that in Seve- 
rall reſpe&s. _ F:rſf by his word; fo 
the Pſaimitt, Thor wilt ſhew ms? the path of 
Life. PC. 16. 11, And in another Pſalme 
T will infirud thee,and teach thee in the way 
which you halt go. I wil! guide thee with 
mine eye. Pl. 32 8. Secondly by his Sacra- 
ments, by which God hath not only fa- 
ved ns according to his mercy, by the 
walhing of regeneration,and renewing of 
the holy Ghoft,which he ſhed on us abun- 
dantly through Jefus Chriſt our Saviour, 
that being juſtified by his- grace, we 
ſhould be made heirs acco.ding to the 
hope of eternall Life. Titus 3. 5, 6, 7. 
But alfo he duth Confirm unto us as by 
undo::bced Seals and aſſurances, the way 
of Saivation. rizkteouſnef;, and ecernall 
Life. 85 the Apolilc {peaking of A'rabanr 
And he recieved 152 "117 of Circunci ons & 
Seal of tht »,g91:uuſmeſs of faith, which be 
hat being yet uncironum iſ-d ; that be might 
be the Futher of al, thea thit lelieve 
though they be not circrmruſed, that riphte= 
oulnels 11ight be 1pm. d-t6 them allo. Tio. 4. 
11. Third/y By h».y 2nd fervent prayers, 
According is that Of 3c. Paul E pit. 2, 18. 

For 
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For through him we Euth hav» an acceſs by 
one Spirit unto the Father, &c. chap. 3.12, 
In whom we hive boldneſs and acceſs with ) 
confidence by the faith of him. Ard to the 
Romans he ſaith, For ye have nor re:': iv. 4 
the Spirit of Bondage again to fear ; but ye 
have received he Spirit of ad ption, where 
by we cry Abba Fath-r. Rom. 8. 18, To 
ehis purpoſ? we are corimard-d in our 
Pater Noiter, to ſupp:icate Alm.z,!i:y Gud 
in thac ſweet Epithete ail 


name of Father, Orr Fa- 
ther, &c. * thar, ( as Mart. 
Luth.r expo'inds it ) We 
might believe him to be 
our crue Father , and we 
his very Sons, and that we 
ſhould come unto him 
more confidently, i a ful] 
aſſurance, and might call 
upon him, even as we ſce 
Children wich Confidence 
beg any thing of their Pa- 
rents. For which cauſe he 
1s ſaid ro be our advocate, 
i. Ep. Johns 2.1, And if any 


{t vere crncda- 
mHS CUM Tide 
ſerum wirum 
pair:m, ng/que 
ejus V:iro0s filje 
os eſe: ut eo 
confi dentins 
plena fiducia 
adrim atceua- 
p1Us,Cumgue ite 
Voeemius; quem 
admoium Vi- 
dems liberos 
certa iducia a= 
liqn-:! a parenti« 
bus ſuis prtere 
7 «th, i Expli- 
Cat. Cateenert. 


n:gn ſin, we nave an advocate with the Fa- 
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ther, 7 eſus Chriſt the Righteous, @&c.And by 


St.Pail,our Mediator. 1. Tim. 25. For there 
1s one God and one Mediatour between God . 
and men, the man Chriſt Feſus. 

Fourthly and laſtly,per exemplum,by ex- 
ample in ſhewing us the way how to live ' 
in mutual love and amity one wth ano- 
ther. For this we have a fair copy to write 
by, john 13. 15. For T have grven you an 
example, that ye ſhould do as T have done to 
30u, and what is that, even a low de- 
ſcention,a rare bird on the earth :gro ſi- 
millime Cigno, hike unto a black Swan ; 
hear ic, 7 fl then your Lord and Maſter 
bare waſhed your feet, what ſaid ], waſhed 
your feet ? O rare humility ! ye alſo ought 
C and all the reaſon in the world ) ts waſh 
one anothers feet.v.14.Secondly,]n ſhewing 
us how we ſhould undergoe and ſuffer at- 
fAigions and perſecutions in this life. 


. Herein likewiſe he hath beaten our way 


before us. 1. Pet. 2. 21. For even 
hereunto were yecalled; becauſe Chrift alſo 
ſuffered for us, leaving us an example, that ) 
we ſhould foll:w his ſteps. And now I come 
to application. 

If Chriſt be the only way to happineſs, 


as 
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as is clear by the premiſes; then by con- 
ſequence, . all who a:te& and toilow any 
other way belide, withouu , and againit 
Chriſt cannot be ſaved. Let the Turxe 
dream of an E/:zjum and fa..cy what car- 
nall pleatures he pleaſe in atzother world; 
he will ind one day he bailt bat Caitles 
in the Air, and initcad of ſports and 
paſtimes, feel the rorm<nts of a damned 
Confcictice, then will ke curſe his Ma- 
humet, the day wherein he was: born,and 
the womb chat bare him. © -autum muta= 
tus ab i100? How is the 1aan now changed, 
when heſecth all his tiopes fruſtratz,and 
for a World of happincls falls into a deep 
confus'd Tophe:, where the breath of che 
Lord,like ariver ot Brimftone doth kindle 
it Tſa1i..h.332.33.No man cometh unto the F 4- 
ther 5!t 5y me,((aith the Way in my text) 
and if he gains heaven withouc Fairch 
on Chrilt, farewell choy Queen of Scien- 
ces ſacred Divinity, the holy Scriptures 
then are but meer Riddles. But O God! 
thy word is truth,and all 1nen befides are 
liars; We know and belicve. Ke that be- 
lecveth ow he Son hath everlaſting life,ant 
h: that believeth not the Sor,jpal not ſee life 
B 4 but 
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but the wrath of Gos! abideth on him, John 3. 
36. And Veriſſimum eſt, this is moſt true, 
Whoſoever denyeth the Son, the ſame hath 
not the Father but he that ackaowledgeth ' 
the Son,bath the Father alſo. 1 Fohn 2. 23+ 
And again, He thet honoreth not the Son 
bonoureth nt the Father that hath ſent 
him. John 5.23. Where are our Jews now, 
and Antitrinitarians,choſe brethren in 
evill as( Facob,faid of Simeon and Levi) If 
the great Turk cannot be ſaved, what 
will be come of them? 3. Mutats nomine , 
chang: bur only the name, and there is 

' NOt a pair of ſheares berween them, Poor 
Jew, ( wert thou as rich as he of Malta) 
tbou canſt never obtain true happineſs 
"7311 chou believeſt in that God whom thy 
Fathers crucifted. All thy priviledges 
and prerogatives which thou. ſo much 
olorieſt in, withove fazth in him, will 
prove ſo many plummets of lead co fink 
thy floating {oui to Hell. Thou faift,thon . 
haſt 4braham tothy F acher, and thinkt 
thac ſhall! c-rry it, a meer flouriſh. What ) 
armes canſt thou thew of his to prove th 
pedegree. Hear wiat our Lord faid to 
ey Country-men of old ; Tour Father A- 
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braham rejayced to ſee my day, and h» ſaw 
it, and was g/ad,John $8. 56. The ronring 
Eagle own?s no bird for hers chat cannor 
out-look the Sun. Where 15 thy faith to 
make thy words good? The Puiloioptier 
ſtared upon a Scar, when he fell into a 
It, 
F In the next place I muſt ſay ſomerhing 
to our Roman Catholicks, wao lice wa- 
ter-men look one way and row another 3 
theſe ſet roo great a price on their works, 
and where natural beauty fails, rhere 
they ſeek to repair by Art, What with 
theic Saints, and what with their works, 
Chriſt the only and true way is forgotcen. 
We confels, the Mother of our Lord was 
a holy Virgin, a rich and pure Cabinet, 
wherein was incloſed that moſt precious 
Jewe! ( God-Man, ) the true Catholicon, 
by whoſe blood all the difeaſes and mala- 
dies of our Souls occaſioned by {1n, were 
perfe&ly cured; and ſhe now a glorious 
Saint in Heaven; yet to make her a Sa- 
viour is high Sacriledge. O wy ſol, come 
not thou into their ſecret, unto their A(ſem= 
bly mine honour be not theu united. Hear, 
and bluſh to bear it, Marie 1s the Media + 
cris 
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Maria eſt Me- trix of our Salvation, of 
Fr elegant our Conjunttion, Juſtitica- 
"6 C2 et A tio!,Reconcthation, Inter= 
Mariali' cellion , Communication. 

Mark what reſult that Den 
of Thieves, the Council of Trext give 
of the Saints 1n gen-ral, Santos ſupplici- 
ter invocare, & ad eorum oratione opem, 
auxilinmque confugere, bonum & utile et. 
Humbly to invocate the Saints, and to 
fly to their prayers for help and ſafe-, 
guard is good and profitable. Burt again, 
{ee how they make their works fic cheek 
by jowl with the merits of Chriſt, This 
1s all one, co compare a ſtinking candle 
burnt to a ſnuff with the moſt tranſcen- 
dent light, and glorious rayes of che Sun. 
Behold what a train c<v Ha: e in tis 
particular, and with wi:3t 1 attiole mis 
Idol is ultered uy. Certamiy wilt ftel- 
lows muſt have a-cvod pri fc comamtan 
ſo great a ret.nue. Some oy oblerving 
the preſcription and rule of (as they call 
them ) S. Dominick, Frances, Benedick; 
and others che Saints, 5. Briaget and S. 
Clare,&c. others by their tedions pere- 
grinations to this or that Saint, others 


by 
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a= by their Vigils, Maſſes, & Roſariorune 
I's preculzs,by their Roſary of ſhort prayers 


N. others by their abſtinency, and faſting, 
n  @o ciborum deleciibus, their choyce diſhes 
'E others by a ſpontaneous whipping them- 


oo ſelves; others by their Alms-deeds (pit 
?, ſo.good a pail of milk ſhould be fſpilr) 
, aliiſque commentitiis pictatis operibus, and 
0 by ocher counterfeit works of godlineſs; 
*Y they truly (though vainly)) think to ob- 
n tain Salvation, and more then ordinary 

- reward in Heaven. 

But hec 101 eſt via, neque eſt hec crvatasy 
this is not the way, neither is this the 
city, as Eli/za ſaid to the Syrians, 2 Kings 
6. 19. This is not the way to Heaven, net- 
ther will it ever bring any to that greac 
city, the holy Fernſalem deſcending out of 
Heaven from God, Revel. 21. 10. I (peak 
not this to diſcourage a holy walxing 
with God in a mans general or particular 
Calling, or chat I null good works as ſu- 
perfluous and unneceſſary, No, God for- 
} bid. 1Vithout holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord, Not every one that ſaith Lord, Lord, 
ſhall be ſaved ; but he that doth the will of 
my Father which is in Heaven, — 
or 
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For as we are not favea proptey opera, for 
our-works, we are ſaved, and (ka]l be one 
day judged accordingly, ſecundim opera, 
according to our works. See Matth. 25. 
V. 34. to the end. Bur ] would not have 
men big with their works, high conceit- 
ed of them, ftand in competition with 
God, fond'y to imagine their works me- 
riterious; in ſo doing they derogate 
from the free Grace of God, and the 
death and vafſhion of Chriſt, who ſaith in 
my Texr, 1 am the way,&c. Alio nobis non 
opus eſt oſtiario, mediatore » vel miniſtro, 
faith Chryſe/t. We need no other door- 
keeper,or Mediator ,or Miniſter. 16. Hom. 
in Matih. Our Jufticiaries then and con- 
ceired Phariſees, like Players over a& 
themſelves. Theſe indeed have good 
things in them, but (aswe uſe to lay } 
fools have them in keeping. Should we 
cal] them Papiſts they would pit at it, 
and yet verily in a ſence they are all one 
in this particular : juſt like the ewo El- 
ders in Syſannathey ſeem to rake leave 
one of another, and preſently. meet at 
one door. He that (aith, I am the way 
ſaith likewiſe, I am the door of the Sheep. 

John 


j _ _ 


5 Jo, ain. | — 7; P=_I 


[12] 


Fihn 10.7.And as no man cometh unto the 
f acher bir by i:av fo by him aiſo we have 
acceſs by faith into the grace wherein we 


ſtand and r-joycr in hope of the glory of God. 


Rom.5,22.\Vkat impidence can out face 
that of che Apoſtle, For by grace are ys ſa- 
ved throrgh faith,and hit not of your ſelves, 
it is the giti of God,not of Workes, lee 't any 
man ſhould JoaſrEpt.2;8, 9. Arg che fame 
Apoſtle elſewhere ſa.th, fpraking of free 
eletion; Ard if by grace th-1 is it no more 
of works, oth,rwiſe grace is #9 more grace 
but if it be of works 3then it is 45 move graces 
otherwiſe work 15 no more wori, Þ CM.17.6. 
Let the Church of P.ome then tells what 
tale they plezſz; 1 hope ( beloved ) ie 
isno arcicle in our C'recd, Þo pray to 
Saints, and aſcribe merit fro ow: woris 
is the next way to make us dvils, 1 am 
ſure they never had rheſe prdiles 
from the prre founre'n of Gorls boy 
word. Pride is on? of ch» ven dead!y 
fins, but of rwo, ſpiria:!l rride 1s the 
more dangerous and m ft exy*a a tall, 
That man whois b g wich toe cxhmpany of 
his own worth will hardly acinowiedg 
Chriſt to bethe way, This 1s fo ſtif an 
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Oak that it will break rather then bend 3 
and with Naballit is ſuch a ſon of Belial 
that a man cannot ſpeak toit. 1 Sam. 2 5, 
17. But to conclude the firſt particular , 
Let this ſerve for adnionition tou all that 


_ truely fearGod, without procraſtinati- 


on to addreſs themſelves to Chrift, who 
1s, and none buc he, the true and living 
way to bliſs: to know him and his Father 


is eternall life . 7:51 17.3. Wherefore 


as the Apoſtle ſometime ſail in another 
ſence, {6 |-:cus allſay ; whether ſhall we 
go, chou haſt che words of Ecernall life. 
Ando] c:»me to the ſecond branch in 
my Text, As Chriſt is che way, in like 
manner he 1s the truth. 1 am the tr th. 
Furſt he 15 che truth Complends, by way 
of accompliſhment, for in him as by a 
lively voice and promiſe, whatſoever 
wasipoken and typited concerning the 
Meſtah ty ;he month of all the holy prophets, 
fince the wirld began, are fulfilled. Ads. 
3. 21..ſce. v. 24. and. AQs. 10.43. In like 
manner, the whole Hierarchie of the 
Leviticall prieithood is accomplithed in 
him che Anteripe: which the Epiſtle tothe 


Hebrews throughout plainly thewerh. 
Thus 
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Thus the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the Law, 
ſaitn, that it was but a ſhadow of things to 
come, Hebr. 10. 1. | 

Secondiy he 1s rhe truth Promittendo, 
by way of pronule. SoJoh.17.17, Sanfifie 
them throgh thy trurh,thy word 15 truth. And 
David thus tyeaks Pl. 119, 43. And take 
notthe wor d 07 truth utterly out of my mouth. 
And Pl. 33. 4. For the word of the Lord 
right. Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
but 11y wor ds ſhall ant paſs away. Luke. 21. 
33- St, Peter having ſpoxen of the frailty 
and vanity of man andficlh ; poſitively 
concludes, that :he word of the Lord en- 
dureth for ever. 1Pet. 1. 25. 

Thirdly he is the truth Cp-rando, by 
operarion; becauſe by the holy Ghoſt 
through che word of truth, he ſhall guide 
us into all ir1h, Jo. 16. 13. And Cahapt.s. 
31. 32. If ye coniraue wn wy word then are 
ye my diſcipl's 14-le-d, ani ye ſhall know 
the truth, an1 the tr 15! 1] mahe you free; 
And v. 36.1 the Sun rhtr fer: frull make 
yor! free, ye tha!t 5» free iaderd, 

This may fr{t ſerve to in.orm us, that 
Chriſt is the true Meſ7ah, that undoubred 
Seed of the woman who thonld break the 
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Serpents head Gen. 3. 8. That ſeed of 4- 
braham in whom all the nations of the 
earth were to be bleſſed. Gen. 12. 3. He, 
who was to ſave his people from their Sins. 
Marth. 1.21. he in whom a/! the prom ſes of 
God are yea and amen. 2. Cor. 1.20, Letus 
then who are Chriſtians acknowledge him 
alone to be our Saviour; although the 
Fews wickedly blaiphe- ,,,.; fas od 
me, and fondiy phancie legendam, Ge. 
themielves ofa Meſiah to «© vero ad intel- 
come. Of whom the Fa- tigenaum, «uri 
ther truly ſpeaks; they - Grcd-na@Ms 
0g, "HIM. $5. 

are ready to read, but '* emp. 
blind to underſtand, and 
hard ro b*licve. | 

© condly, if Chriſt is the truth, it fol- 


lore: ., whatſoever is propounded to us, 


avainit, withour, or beades Chrilt to 
embrace and follow; isa meer lye. St. 
Pa. calls! the Spirit s, 2rrour. 1. TIM. 4+ 
i. Our Saviour himfels ſaich There ſhall 
arſe iaiſe Chritts and ralſe prophets. Math. 


24. 24. That is to ſay: falſe Doors and ' 


Teachers, as Trrru!, expounds the 1 Ext. 
9-1 pſendoprote ſunt,viÞ "alf: predicatores? 
Dui Pſenao-apaitoli, mji adulteri Evange- 

liz4* 


| 
| 
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lizatores ? Dui Antechriſti, wifi Chriſti re® 
belles? depreſcript. heret cap 4. Who ar© 
falſe prophets, but falſe preachers? Wh O 
are falſe Apoſtles, but aduiterate Goſpel- 
lers ? Who are: Antechrifts, but rebels 
of Chriſt ? Theſe come in ſheeps cloathing> 
Matth. 7.15. Having a ſhew of Godlineſs. 2 
Tim. 3.5, 4 ſhew of wiſdome. Cololl. 2.23. 
Who by good words and fair ſpeeches deceive 
the hearts of the Simple. Rom. 16. 18, Tee 
they ſhall ſhow great ſigns and wonders, that 
( if it were poſſible ) they ſhall deceive the 
very eleF,Matth. 24. 24.And indeed, whont 
have they not: deceived ? If ever that 
ſaying was true, itis now; Where God 
hath his church chere the devill hath his 
chappel. We have almoſt as many Convens 
ticles as Churches,and a nm1ticude reſort 
_ _ _ ga = run aſtray 
and the whole flock wi Cs 
ſoon follow. St. Hierom = aff NR: 
thus diſcribs the hereriques. bereticorum e- 
Their affable ſpeeches, fair loquium (unt [4 
tongue are a gin and ſnare ers et laquemts 
wherewith they catoh che ar by: Jes 
. . | aptunt & ves 
poor birds and fiſhes,But of j,cyes.1n Cap.9. 


theſe the people of God are Ec. p 
Ad. 


&: 1M 
*dmoniſhed to take heed, Beware of falſe 
Prophets,{aich our Saviour himſelf, Matth, 
7.15. Andin another place, Take heed and 
beware of the leaven of the Phariſees and of Y 


the Sadduces, chapt. 16: 6 and chat 24. 25. 
and 26, verſ. read the words, And che 
diſciplefollows his Maſter. Beloved,believe 
not every Spirit.; but try the Spirits 
whether they are of God: and he giveth 
the reaſon; becanſe many falſe prophets are 
gone out mto the world. 1 Epiſtle of 
John. 4. chapt. v.1. Thus ſhould every 
Chriſtian do, if they would not be ſe- 
duced. Should a Goldimith hand over 
head take all moneys wichout trying 3 I 
believe he would receive much adulcera- 
ted coine. Toprevent which, he brings 
all tro the touczlior”. If Solomon had 
not been wiſe, }- uul4 never known che 
true Morthe: . cor che harlots were both 
nfs defle © Their pro and com , and 
"eſt m-n14rj ney 111 One tale, 1.1n.3.23. &C. 
te*un liigua, Wheretore, the belt way to 
je &- v4; Þ t nd our the faile play of 
paem men theſe juglers, is to bring 


64 Whil ite 
| 512 ſ1 cone them to the couchitone of 
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. Gods word For all is not gold that gli- 
fters. The property of Herelie 15 to lye, 
not in tongue onely, bur in Life. If 
thou queſtions his faith,no betrer Chriſti- 
an ; it his Converſation, noere more 1r- 
repreheniible;ſauh Gerard. And Irencus of 
falſe prophets,goes/on thus nobile 
They ſpeak to us the fame cam log; 
rhings, bur think the contra- di%m:la vero 
ry.And truly had we nor re- ſenttunt lib. 1, 
courſe to the ſacred ſprings of #5 
holy Writ;zthe whole world would go after 
them. You know who (aid it,My ſheep vcar 
my voice, and again; The theep follow him, 
for they know his voice 3, And a 'itranger will 
they not foilow but will flee from him. For 
they know not the voice of Frangers, John, 
10. 4.5. It was a voice from heaven which 
ſaid, hear him Matthew.5.16.And he that 
came from Heaven, the Son of man who 
is in Heaven, ſaid of thoſe (hypocrites, 
Mittite eos, Let them alone they te blind 
leaders of the blind, &c. Matth. 15. 34. 
ln the next place; If Chiift be che 
truth ; then by conſequent, his word is 
truth; ayd we ought to fubſcr be roir 
without diſpute. Ipſe dixit was luihclene 
C 2 4 
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a Scholar of Pythagoras z If their Maſtey 
once laid it,it carried as much weight with 
it, as delivered from an Oracle. Me 
thinks the word of God ſhould be of more 
credir with us. If that once ſpeakes, we 
ſhould preſently lay our hands upon our 
mouths, and by filence expreſs our con- 
ſent. I am with you unto the end of the 
world, that 1s, by his Spirit , Grace, 
word, &c.Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God. John 3. 5. There are 
three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Hely Ghoft, and theſe 
three are one, 1 John 5.7.and verſe the 20, 
St. Fobn ſpeaking of our Savionr faith , 
This is the true God and Eternal life. And 
according to St, Panl, God bleſſed for e- 
.. ver. Rom. 9.5. Theſe and whatſoever 
we find recorded in the word, we mutt 
believe, without Cavelling; ſeem they 
neverſo contrary to naturall reaſon, 
This condemns tac foul Hereite of the 
Photinians, who deny the Divinity and 
Godhead of Chrif; upon this account 
onely, becauſe their blind reaſons can- ' 
not comprehendit; as if our faith were 

pind 


y 
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pinn'd upon reaſons ſleeve. T have read 
of one who was in his dumps and deep 
contemplation, to define fully what God 
was; and chis he would do forſooth by 
Phyloſophy and reaſon. In this his brown 
ſtudy, by che ſea-11de, he ſeeth a Child 
go often to the ſea, and bringing from 
thence water in a{hell,and then to pur it 
in alittle hole which was hard by. The 
Philoſopher asked the Child, why he did 
ſo; The Child replyed, becauſe I will 
bring all che Sea,and pur ir into this hole. 
That is impoſſible, ſaid the other again 
Soit is as inollible C ſaith the Child a» 
gain ) for thee by reaſon to define what 
God is. Worthy is that of Caſianus; 
Doeſt chou ask me a reaſon of the Word. 
] do not rell thee ; God hath ſaid ir, his 
word is all the reaſon. The perſon of 
him alone that (peakes it is ſufficient 
for my belief. * What need I enquire how 
that is true that God hath ſpoken,when 
I muſt not doubt, becauſe it is true, be- 
cauſe God hath ſpoken it. If this courſe 
were taken, it would not only prevent 
blaſphemy and miſtakes of Scripture,but 
be a great obſtru&ion to fin and wicked- 
C 23 neſs 
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neſs. Did our Azapabtif bur ſteer this 
way, cbey would not cavill ſo nuch at 
the Bapiilme of Infants. What though 
their baptiſme be nor poſitive or demon= 
ftrative; yet it 1s deduftive, deduced 
from Scripture, as plain as a mans noſe 
on his face. Will they play the thieves , 
and rob a poor Child of the Sacrament , 
upon this fond cavill, What good doth 
ir doe them? And they have no faith, 
which is more then they can prove for 
they have Sacamentall faith , and the 
Seed of faith. And further they urge 
that Children are not capable of reach- 
ing, and fo ought not to be baptized; As 
if that text had relation to the adul- 
ted Men and Women of ripe years; and 
not to Children. They make themſelves 
fimple Logitians, for they underſtand 
not a diſiintion. If they ask what good 
it doth them; Saint Aam- 

Aqua grorpus broſe will tell them 3 The 
a _= body 1s cleanſed by the E- 
lifts muidax. 1ement, Water; the ſpots & 
tur, {ins of che Soul by the Spi- 
rit: I will end this with 

that of Cryſoft. ( meaning Tertullians 
works 
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works ) Da mihi Magiitrum, da mihi Mas 
gifirum, Give me my Maier, give me my 
Maſter, Solay 1, and ſo ler us all tay of 
the word of God:da #1bis Magiſtrum, &c. 
Give ns 9ur Maiter,give us our Mater. Tun, 
Chritt 1+ the cruth. 

Thirdiy,a3 he is the way, and the truth 
ſo he is the /;je; and chat in three refpects, 
Creando & Conſervand?) ; Regenerando Of 
San :firanlo, Reſuſcitando & Glorificans 
di. BbyCreating and Conſerving us, By Re- 
generating and yautitying us, By Kaifing 
again and Gloritying us. | 

Firlt he is (a:d ro be the Life, nor ſo 
mich in relacion to fis effence; in which 
reſpc& he 1s life eternall, 1 John. 5. 20. 
but in relation to us, in that he hath cre- 
ared us, and kept us ever lince by the 
hand of piovidence. So David, Pſalm. 
Io0. 3. Know ye that the Lord he is God, it 
is be that hath male 1s and not we our 
ſelves, we are his people, and the ſheep of 
his paſture. And che Apoſtle, In himwe 


live, move, and have our being. AQs 17. 


28. 
Secondly,he is /ife, and that eſpecially 
by Regenerating and by Conſerving us ; 
" "© & bee 
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becauſe, by the Sacraments and words, 
he workes,and(as I may ſo ſpeak )begets 
in us a Spirituall life. According to that 
of S. Fohn, Feſus anſwered, verily, verily 
T ſay unto thee, except a man be born of wa- 
ter. and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the Kingdome of God,and ſo forward, John 
35. And in the 6. chap. and 33. v, &c. 
For the Bread of God is he which cometb 


down from Heaven, &c. And John 10, 10. 


I am come that they might bave life, aud 
that they 'might have it mere abundantly, 
St. Paul hath this expreſſion to the Gala- 
thians, I am Crucified with Chriſt, never- 


theleſs T live, yet not T, but Chriſt liveth in 


me ;-and the life which I now live in the 
fleſh, T live by the faith of the Sin of God ; 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
Gal. 2. 20. And in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans he ſaith, How ſhall we that are dead 
to ſin,live any longer therein ? Know ye not 
that ſo many of us as were baptized into Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, were baptized into his death. 
Rom. 6. 2, and v. 4. Therefore we are bu- 
ried with him by baptiſme into death, that 
like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by 
the Glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo 

- ſhould 


I ee 
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ſhould walk in newne ſs of life. Read Rom, 

8. 12, 13. 

| Thirdly and Laſtly, Chriſt is the life, 

1 Reſuſcitando & Glorificands,by railing us 
again, and by glorifying us. This is the 
will of him that ſent me, that every one 
which ſeeth the Son, and believeth 61 him 

| mayhaveeverlaſting life; and I will raiſe 

' bimupat the laſt day. John 6. 40. Andas 
gain, I am the Reſurrefon and the Life,be 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet ſhall he live? And whoſoever liveth 
and believeth in me ſhall never dye. 
John. 11. 25. 26. St. Paul faich, whone 
he juſtifyed, them he alſo glorifyed. Rom. 
8. 30. And which is more; J/bo ſhall 
change our vile bode, that it may be faſhio= 
ned like unto his glorious body, &c. Philt- 
PIAans. 3. 21. 

The fruic which we may gather from 
hence-1s this ;-If Chrif# be the life, we 
ſhould ſeek itin and through him only, 

; without whom we ſhall never obtain it. 
\ And we fhould not ſo much mind this 
preſent life, which we have in common 
with beafts, reprobates ; and as Eurip. 
- faith Nox vita, ſed calamitas eſt, It is not 
a 
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a life in compar:{o12, but a calamity, and 
differs nothing trom death; it we believe 
the Phyloſ--pher: a life that is as brittle as 
Glaſs, frail and Momentany, Ut hore 
fc vita. It 8a life, which palleth awa 

as an hour upon the Diall, inſenuibly. 
But mind we that ſpiritual] life of rege- 
neration and ſanctiftication, which is the 
life properly 3 and by which we liveto 
God through Jeſus Chriſt our I ord. A life 
whcrein fin deth not reign in our mortall 
body, that we ſhould obey it i the lujts there- 
of, neither yield we our membersas initrus 
ments of unrighteouſneſs to ſin. Rom, 6, 12, 
#3. When the Emperouc Nero had fi- 
nifhed his houſe,which he called Pomnm 
Avrenn, tie golden houſe, he ſaid, now 
I begin co live like a man. But this is moſt 
iruez we never begin tolive like Chriſtt- 
an men,cill we live the life of Regenerati- 
on and San&ification. And now if Chriſt 


be our life. deach will be to us advan- . 


tage. As St. Paul bath it. When Chriſt 
who 1s our life (hall appear, then ſhall ye al= 
ſo appear with him in glory. Colofl. 3. 4. 
And that rrue and eternall life which we 
here pollcls by faith and hope 3 We ſhall 
at 
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at length have the full fruition of it in 
Heaven. That of the Apoſtle 1s worthy 
of all acceptation ;For whether we live, we 
live unto the Lord, and whether we dy, we 
dy unto the Lord ; whether we live therefore 
or dy we are the Lords. Ron. 14. 6. Who 
1s he then that will noc from his heart 
breath forth and ſay. O my Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, thou art truly the way, becauſe 
no man cometh unto the Father #zſz per te, 
but by thee ; thou art the truth, becauſe 
no man knoweth the Father aifi per te,but 
by the. Thou art the life,beeauſe no man 
liveth,zifi per te,bur by thee. Re thou to me 
the way by which I may come to thee and 
the Father 3 Be thou to me the truch by 
which I may know thee and the Father: be 
thou to me the life by which I may here 
live in thee by faith in believing, and 
there in heaven by fruition, Letrthis ever 
ſound freſh in our ears, Wilt ,,p viz 
thou walk? I am the way, ego ſun via; 
Wilr thou not be deceived:I fallizonvitego 
am the truth; Wouldſt thou ſam veritas: Mo- 
not dye? I am the life, 75% —_ 
This thy Saviour faith,thou orgy 
halt not where to go, ul» guar, now eſe 
leſs 


” Pom nn —INt> more - 
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leſs unto me, nor how to guo eas niſt ad 
go but by me. Secondly, me, non eſt quo 
if Chriſt be the life, then £45 niſe per me. 


Aug. Trabt.22 


it follows there is a reſu- Fohautum. 


re&ion of the body art.the 
laſt day. From this flower may the Bee 
ſuck honey, the Spider poyſon. 

Now in the firſt place, may the peo- 
ple of God,with the Eunuch depart home 
rejoycing, with much harmony in their 
Souls. Cura thymo pleno, their thighs are 
now laden with ſweetneſs. O the rare 
contentment of a child of Godin the pri- 
vation and want of all external comforts! 
With 7acob he may well & truly ſay,few 
and evill have the dayes of ny life been : 
As for this world he doth but breath in 
It, that is all. Yer prithy ere& thy 
ſelf, baniſhthy ſad thoughts ; no vio- 
lence 1s perpetuall; a ſtorm laſts nor al- 
wayes: The poor Ship that's long toſſed 
too and frowith a tempeſt gaines the 
wiſhed Port at laſt, The Ark that was 
hurried on the flood, hath a Dove with 
an Olive branch in her mouth to imitate 
the falling of the waters. Hec non dura- 
bunt etatem;as thac learned: Biſhop, Few- 


ell 
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el ſaid of the Marian . perſecution. 
Theſe things will not laſt an age.Chear 


_ up ſweat heart; Gods rod ſis but a love 


kiſs , and our afftliftions are but toketts 
of his indulgency. Look back to former 
Ages, and the Church is ofcen in a cloud 
her throws like a weman in Travell, 
have been thick and painfull 3 Sicut un- 
da ſequitrr undam, and have followed 
as one wave upon the neck of another, 
Yet mark the reſult of all ; her end is 
peace at the laſt; Wait then with 
patience , and thou ſhalt ſee the ſalvati- 
on of God; who ever truſted in hiny 
and was confounded ? Behold a moſt 
ample compenſation ; For thy light af- 
flictions, thou ſhalt have an exceeding, 
an eternall weight of glory in another 
World, Forge: not the Text; I am the 
life, &c. Aday therefore will come 
when thy ſorrows will have an end, and 
breach out cheir laſt. Hear, and glut 
thine ear wich this mulick, Ye are they 
wiich have continued with me in myten- 
prations, and I appoint unto you a king= 
dome, as my Father hath appointed un- 


to wwe;that ye may cat and drink at my 
table 
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table in my Kingdom, and ſit on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Iſrae/, Luke 
22.28. &c. When this Suz once Sets 
and the great World on fire; then every 
man ſhall receive according to his works, 
and a full ſatisfation made of all injuries 
and wrongs, which the poor Sajzts have 
groancd under in this Life, by wicked 
and ungodly men. 

In the next place this may ſerve for 
horrour and amazemient to all ſuch, who 
with Davids foo) have ſaid mn their 
hearts there is no God. The Sadduces 
and Epicures of our dayss who by their 
lives deny the reſurre&ion of the body, 
Some have jikened a Conrtier without pre- 
ferment, to a B/ackamoor, qr 14 ortu ſo- 
lis piſitus, habet colrrem noGis, who though 
Iiving upon the $::z r;Fag, hath nocwwirh- 
ſtanding the Colour of che nighr. So an . 
Atheifi among!t us may firly be compared 
to this Ethiopian; He liverh where the 
Sun riſeth, even wiere the Goſpell caſts 
forth its glorious beams; and yet he aCts 
che works of darkneſs and of the night. 
It is obſerv'd by Zoſephrs, that the Sad- 
duces were moſt approved and me» 

y 
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by great men; And icis very probable; 
becauſe chey that waiiow in wealth, for 
the moſt part are fo glue4to this world, 
thar they could wiſhed chere were ,10 0s 
ther; and truly in their | 
account there 15 not. Thar CG 
of Terrul/. is undenyable 1m 9u negat 
No man liveth fo looſely rſur«dio.em. 
and Carnally, as he thar 
denyeth the reſurre&ion of the body. 
And one may givea ſhrewd gueſs, that 
t hey who live in all kinds of pleaſures 
and voluptuouſneſs, & [vxuriart in ver- 
mium oper ibs, and Pride it in ii1ks with» 
out all fear of God, reverence «co i213 howey 
love to his ordinances, aud Charicy £9 
the poor : are FEpecurz de gprege 
porei; the hogs of Epicwrus, and acknow= 
ledge no life bur che preſent, You ſhail 
allways have them Sig this Song, Ele, 
bive, Lude, &c, Eat, drink, «14 be merry» 
after death theres xo pleaſure; 1 beiteve it 3 
and will one day tind by wofull expert= 
ence , if they repent not before they go 
hence, and be no more ſeen. Ic were 
happy for world'y men if there were no 
returrecaion, they ſhould came then co 
10 
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no accompts. Andon the contrary, the 
Saints were moſt unhappy ; Fer if in this 
Life oxely we have hope in Chriſt we are of 
all mex moſt miſerble, ſaith the Apoſtle. 1 
Cor. 15. 19. Put Chriſt is the Life, Reſuſci= 
tando, &c. by raiting thee again, ( as I 
ſaid betore ) God is juſt, and he will one 
day reward every man according to his 
works; and chis maſt be in another 
world. Thou muſt not think to live heer 
a Devill, anda Saint hereafter ; have 
ehe full fruicion of happineſs in this 
world, beclad in purple and fine linnen, 
and fare deliciouſly qguotidie, every day 3 
& atlength be carried by Angels mto A- 
brahams boſome 5 Somnias vigilans, Thou 
drearcit waking, once to think it, You 
know what was laid to the rich glutton 
being 11 hell corments, Mements f11; ; Son 
remember that thou in thy life time received 
thy good ibings, and likewiſe Lazarus his 
Evil things;but now he is comforted,and thou 
art tormented, Luke 16. 25, Mark how 
Empatheticall the pronoune ( Thy ) is 
there. This life is called his life; nor in 
regard he lived in it, for ſo itis every 


mans ; but becauſe he ſo lived in it, as if 
there 


: 
F- | 
{ 


[ 


) 


[33] 
there had been no other Life beſides. Se. 
culum nou agnoſcit niſi preſens; A Car« 
nall man acknowledgeth no World but 
the preſent; or at leaſt, will acknow- 
ledges no other, till he drops into it-un- 
awares. Hence it is, that he hath nei- 
ther'thought of dearh 'or of the reſur- 
reftion,' Not unlike unto the Emperour 
Veſpatian, whoſeing at one time two .0- 
minous prefages of his end, to wit a bla» 
zing Comet and a gaping Sepulchre 3; puts 
them both from htrmſelf, and ſaid; the 
Sepulchre gaped for the Empreſs Fulia,and 
the Star did portend -only the death'of 
the Perſian King,who thei wore long hair, 
Cuſpind, Luſt. The Pſalmiſt, ſaithz Thor 
Wilt not leave my Soul int grave, nor ſuffer 
thy holy one to ſee corruption, ſpeaking 'of 
of Chriſt Pſ. 16. 10. My Soul in' gravez 
there's the immortality of the Soul, or 
ſuffer thy holy one to fee Corp'ption, there's 
the Reſure&ion of the body. Thar of Fo- 
#a<, who lay three dayes buried in-rhe 
belly of a Whale, is Sacramentum mage 
un, not only a true Hiſtory, but a preg- 
nant myftery ofthe Reſitrre&ion.Cor terre 
fit venter ceti, The heart of the earth to 
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us will be as the belly of the 1hale way 
to Fonas; It ſhall not ever retain us. Death 
is the convoy or paſſing boat either to 2 
better or ſadder port. In the time of na» 
ture, God took away away Encch, inthe 
time of the law Elias, m the time © 
Grace our Saviour, himſelf: by all theſe 
examples, it is cleer; that we ſhall riſe 


again. The Scripture makes mention of | 


four keyes, which God hath reſerved to 
himſelf. The firſt is Clavis pluvie, the 
key of rain, ag Deut. 28. 12, The Lord 
will open to thee his good treaſure. The ſe- 
cond 1s Clavis Cibationis, the key of Vi= 
Qualls, Pſ.14.5. 16. Thou openeſt thy hand, 
and filleft every thing with thy plenteouſneſs. 
The third is Clavis Sterilitatis,the key of 
Steriftity or barrenneſs. Gen, 30. 22, 
Where it is ſaid God remembred Rachel, 
and opened her womb. The laſt is Clavis 
Sepulchrorum, the key of the grave. Ezek, 
37. 12. I#hen I ſhall open your Sepulchres. 
Bur to omit Gods onmipotency, which 
is the baſis and fundametall arch , on 
which is founded our Chriftian Religion; 
I will reduceall to two heads, his mercy, 


and kis juſtice; Which two are the Maſter 
at» 
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attributes which ſer all the reſt on wor & 
Itisthus ſaid by God, IT aw the God of 
Abraham, the God of Tſaac and the Got 
- Earp 3 Now God is not God of the Dea® 

t of the Living. Matth. 22. 32, He 1s 
mot a God of thoſe that are not, who are 
without exiſtance, but of thoſe that have 
a being, ſo that he will raiſe their bodies 
at thelaſt day. Otherwiſe, he ſhall di» 
e1idium tantummodo homizum reſtituere; he 
were God to one part of Abraham, 8Cc- 
But his mercy is over all his works, Pl. 145- 
9. and extends both to Soul and Body 3 
and ix the mercy of the moſt high they ſhall 
mot miſcarry. PL 2 1. 7. Secondly, as 
his Mercy, fo his Juſtice requires a gene- 


Tall ReſureQion, when both the godly 


and the wicked ſhall come forth : their 
graves the one, rapi i# occurſum, ro meet 
the Lord in the Clouds, and the other 
vert; retrorſum, to be tiirned down to Hell, 
with all thoſe that forger God, There 
muſt be a Judgment of Retribution in a- 
nother World which cannot be with- 
out the Reſurre&ion of the body. The 
ungodly are ſometimes plagued in this 
life, to aſſure us there is a God; yetbur 
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ſometimes to afſure us there 1s a day of 
judgment; wherein the accounts of all 
men and women uſt be audited and caſt 
up, '1n that day will God make up his jew= 
ells. Mal. 3. 17. And put a difterence 
between an Tſraelite and an' Egyptian. 
Then will the Wheat be pur into the gra- 
nary of Heaven, and the tares burnt m 
the tire. Surgite mortui, Ariſe ye dead, 
was St. Hierems Earwig , and ofrimes 
beat analarum on his very heart ſtrings. 
Me thinks that of che Apoſtle ſhould make 
us tremble; I/e.. ſhall ſtand, before the 
gud gment ſeat of Chriſt. O (inner !. Let the 
day,of death and the day cf doom. be the 
two Pole-ftars to hx. alwayes thine eyes 
upon. 1 couid.with ( ſaith:one;) that 
men every where would diſcourſe of 
hell, .zam ghebennam memin« (ſe, 14 ghehen - 
nam nou Ppermittet incidere. For . the Re- 
membrance of hel] would by ( Divine aſ- 
fiſtance)keep us. from fallingintoit,I hope 
by.thisrime(if thou beeſt not an Atheilt ) 
thou art convinced of this crutch, -that as 
Chriſt is the way and the truth foalſo he 
15 tae-life; by. whoſe omnipotent ' power 
we ſhall all one one day rife from onr 
Sravesy 
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graves, to anſwer for what we have done 
in this life whether good or bad. TI will 
now conclude. The day of the Lord will 
come as a thief in the night, in the which 
the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
#oyſe, and the Elements ſhall melt with 


fervent heat, the Earth alſs,and the workes 


that are therein ſhall be burnt up, Seeing 
then that all theſe things ſhall be diſſolv'd, 
what manner of perſoas ought ye to be in all 
holy Converſation and Godlineſs. 2 Pet. 3. 
IO, II, 


Gloria Deo in excelſis, Amen, 


FINIS. 


